
Dartmoor Forest Parish Council 
 

23rd November 2023 
Councillor Briefing Notes for Meeting on 28th November 2023 

7.30pm in Princetown Community Centre 
 

 

1. Apologies –  

2. Declarations of interest -  

3. Acceptance of minutes - As previously circulated for meeting on 28th October 2023. 

4. Urgent decisions since last meeting – none 

5. Resignation of Stephen Butterworth – Clerk to update on the process for filling the 
vacancy. See Appendix 1 for letter from WDBC authorising co-option to fill the 
vacancy. See Appendix 2 for the poster advertising the vacancy for co-option at the 
Dec meeting.  

6. Princetown Remembrance Parade and Service – Council to review 2023 and agree 
actions for 2024.  Cllr Williams to summarise this years’ event and invite comments on 
if and how it might be improved.  

7. Welcome to Princetown Signs – Council to discuss and agree on next actions to 
replace signs. Cllr Manning to summarise actions to date, and suggest further actions 
which might be taken to locate the missing signs. See Appendix 3 for suggested 
poster to be shared on website, noticeboards and social media. The cost of replacing 
the signs has been quoted between £241 and £363 ex vat.  

8. Additional Dog Waste bin Princetown – Council to discuss and agree on site of 
additional bin. Cllr Williams to update on the proposed site of the bin.  

9. Residents’ issues or concerns –   
a) War Memorial – rust staining and timely removal of wreaths. Council to agree action 

to prevent further damage to memorial.  Cllr Easton to report on progress to remove 
the rust staining to date. Council to agree a date for the removal of wreaths to 
prevent further staining.  

b) Princetown – ‘Historic village’– raised by member of the public at last meeting. 
Council to discuss and consider what action might be taken to get brown signs to 
promote the village.  Please look at the link for information about applying for brown 
tourist signs prior to the meeting.  

10. Parking issues (Princetown)- Following the discussion at last meeting regarding a 
request from residents for Council to support double yellow lines opposite entrance to 
Old Smithy. Cllr Williams and Cllr Clarke-Major to report back on their site visit, and 
consideration of other areas of the village.  

11. 1st PUBLIC SESSION - Residents are invited to give their views and question the 
Parish Council on agenda items, or raise issues for future consideration. 

12. Devon Highways – Road Closures – As raised by Cllr Geen at the last meeting. 
Council to agree action to try to ensure that adequate notice of proposed road closures 
is received, following short notice of closure of B3357 Two Bridges to Prince Hall 16-
18th October.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-brown-tourist-signs-on-roads-the-highways-agency-manage
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-brown-tourist-signs-on-roads-the-highways-agency-manage


13. Planning – Council to consider and agree on response to the following application. 

0472/23 Yellowmead Farm – Cllr Greatrex and Cllr Wood to report on application and 
site visit. Extension granted by DNPA until 30th November for Council response.  

14. Financial management - see Financial Report for details 
a) Payments to be approved;  

b) National Pay Award for Clerks Salary, back dated to March 2023.  Clerk is 

currently on SCP 13, which has increased by £1 per hr from March 2023. This 

results in an annual increase of £420.  

15. Budget 2024/25 and Precept – Council to approve 2024/25 budget v3 as proposed 

and circulated by Clerk, which would result in a 3% increase in the Precept amount. 

See e-mail sent 26/11/23 for budget details.  

16. Updates on correspondence/ actions from previous meetings - See ‘Briefing 
Notes’ for updates regarding matters listed below, and ongoing matters being dealt 
with.  
a) Christmas Trees – Prison have agreed to donate two trees to Princetown.  David 

Cole to liaise with Andy Steele for collection.  

b) Duchy Play Park – rent increase  

c) DNPA additional signage to parking and EV charging points -  

d) Effect of Bank Closures – responses received from Lloyds, Barclays and Natwest  

e) City Bus Service 98 3pm - buses turning early in village,  

17. Reports from Committees, Sub Groups and Special Interests:   

a) Play Park Inspections and Action Plan – Cllr Williams reporting on inspections in 

November. Cllr Byrom on rota for inspections in December. Following resignation of 

Stephen Butterworth we need a Councillor for inspections in January.  

18. 2nd PUBLIC SESSION - Residents are invited to give their views and question the 
Parish Council on agenda items, or raise issues for future consideration 

19. Exchange of information -   
 Round table discussion for any matters to be shared for information or to request they 

are put on agenda for next meeting 

a) Cllr Williams has organised a meeting for stakeholders in the Vision Zero SW 
B3212 Project on Dec 4th, 2pm, to discuss results to date and future action.  

b) Sir Geoffrey Cox Parliamentary Petition regarding the state of rural roads in 
Devon  See Appendix 4    Deadline 29th January 2024 

c) Response from Sir Geoffrey Cox regarding Parking enforcement 

‘Further to our previous correspondence, Sir Geoffrey has now received a response from Devon 
County Council to his letter regarding the issue of parking enforcement in Princetown that you had 
brought to his attention.  I am copying this here for you: 
  
Further to your letter of 2nd October, I understand your constituent’s concerns regarding parking 
enforcement in Princetown. 
  
Our officers are in regular attendance, and for a small community such Princetown our aim would 
be to attend 1 – 2 times per week. 
  

https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=161827&language=en


In September we attended on 7 occasions. During those visits we issued 9 Penalty Charge Notices 
(PCNs) and observed 121 vehicles. Observation is the step prior to issuing a PCN, for example, a 
vehicle parked on double yellow lines will be logged and observed for 5 minutes to ensure no 
exemptible activity such as loading (or unloading) is being conducted. The issue of a PCN is the last 
option and if officers can engage with the motorist to move the vehicle they will. 
  
It is likely that our visits will not pick up all the issues that residents might see and we encourage 
residents to let us know when parking issues are occurring so that we can focus our attendances 
accordingly. Parking issues can be reported here: https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/report-a-problem/report-a-parking-problem/ There have been no recent requests for 
enforcement in Princetown. 

  
I hope this is helpful, and would suggest you report any ongoing concerns or issues at the weblink 
provided (live link as below) 
www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-parking-problem 
 
Thank you for bringing this issue to Sir Geoffrey’s attention and please do keep us updated on the 
situation in the future.’ 

 

 

20. Date of next meeting -   1930 on Tuesday 19th December 2023 

Princetown Community Centre   

 

 

 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-parking-problem/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-parking-problem/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-parking-problem
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Appendix 3  

E01_23_LOCAL_GOVERNMENT_SERVICES_PAY_AGREEMENT_2023.pdf (mcusercontent.com) 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/bd0bc7009504fc55a438a3f1e/files/068c32d8-9b03-2c19-35a1-c3823b92063c/E01_23_LOCAL_GOVERNMENT_SERVICES_PAY_AGREEMENT_2023.pdf
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