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       Dartmoor Forest Parish Council 
Parish Clerk:  Jackie Bennetts, 

Applegarth, Walkhampton, Yelverton, PL20 6JP 
Telephone: 07508 330873 

Email:clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk Website:  www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk 

4th November 2025 

Minutes for the Council Meeting on 28th October 2025 in  

Princetown Community Centre 

Present: 

Hexworthy/Huccaby Ward: Princetown Ward:  * Chair           ** Vice Chair 

Cllr Alison Geen**   

Postbridge Ward: Cllr Brenda Cotterill  

Cllr Elaine Smerdon Cllr Gary Easton  

Cllr Wendy Watson Cllr Lian Edis   
 

Abbreviations used:  DFPC: Dartmoor Forest Parish Council, DCC: Devon County Council,  
DNPA: Dartmoor National Park Authority, DoC: Duchy of Cornwall, WDBC: West Devon Borough Council,   

PBN: Princetown Business Network 
 

Cllr Geen chaired the meeting 

Members of the public in attendance: 3    

1. Apologies – Cllr Mark Williams, Cllr Hazel Williams, Cllr Martin Grover 

2. Declarations of interest – none  

3. Urgent decisions since last meeting – none 

4. Acceptance of minutes - As previously circulated for meeting on 23rd September 2025. 

5. Emma Magee – Duchy of Cornwall Nature and Communities – gave update on the 
Princetown Place Strategy. She explained the steering group is community lead and 
Duchy is keen to gather ideas and input from all in Princetown to ensure the Strategy 
addresses real concerns and delivers what residents want/need. Overall aim is to create a 
more resilient and vibrant Princetown.  

‘Explainer’ one-sided to be delivered to all residents along with postcard to capture views. 
Post boxes located at Post Office and Duchy House to receive residents views.  

Engagement events/activities ‘Encounter Shops’  (6) to run before and after Christmas 
facilitated to encourage people to have their say, challenge preconceptions help to form 
the Strategy.  

Next meeting Thursday 30th. As Cllr Mark Williams is unable to attend Cllr Gary Easton 
agreed to attend in his place., alongside Cllr Brenda Cotterill.  

6. Updates from Devon County Councillor and West Devon Borough Councillor – Cllr 
Mark Renders gave brief update on WDBC - nothing to report other than ongoing 
discussions regarding local government re-organisation and DNPA – currently in process 
to recruit to replace Kevin Bishop.  

mailto:clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.dartmoorforest/
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7. Princetown Vacancy – No applications received – put forward to November meeting. 
Action: Clerk to put new poster on notice board, FB and webpage. Deadline for 
applications 18/11/25  

8. Residents’ issues or concerns –  
a) Bus Shelter Princetown– Fascia rotten and split, guttering broken reported to Council by 

Devon Integrated Transport at end September. Cllr Easton has taken a look and 
reported that there are repairs necessary, but there is no safety issue. Guttering is 
missing in places, meaning water is not running into down pipes. Some rot in the fascia 
also needs addressing.  Council agreed that repairs should be made. Cllr Easton and 
Lengthsman will look at the extent of the repairs necessary and decide if they can be 
done ‘in-house’ and report back to Clekr if contractors are required.  

b) Blocked road drains, Princetown –Cllr Easton expressed concerns over blocked road 
drains at the September meeting, noting that there are a few that are completely 
blocked. He will monitor the situation and report back at January meeting.  Action: Clerk 
to add item to January agenda.  

c) Bins, Princetown – Cllr Cotterill and Cllr Edis expressed concern about the state of the 
bins in Princetown at the September meeting – with many being damaged, doors not 
closing etc.  Cllr Mark Renders agreed to investigate who is responsible for replacing 
bins. Action: Clerk to email Cllr Renders on the matter.  

9. Policy Review – Council to consider and adopt revised documents (appendix 1 for 
schedule)  
a) Financial Regulations - moved to Nov meeting 
b) Burials Procedure – see email 26/10 for revised policy – to be discussed further at 

November meeting and increase in Cemetery fees to be agreed – to take effect from 1st 
April 2026. Action: Clerk to finalise document and suggest fee increase.  

c) Public Seating – Cllrs Cotterill and Edis have reviewed the public seating in Princetown 
and reported that with the exception of the bench on the grass area at the top of 
Bellever Close, they are all in good condition with no obvious maintenance required. 
They are all solid, no damage and all securely fixed to the ground. They recommended 
a cost of oil/varnish annually would keep them in good condition. The seat at the top of 
Bellever has all slats broken, but this will be repaired (hopefully as part of the Sensory 
Garden) Council readopted the policy (with updated Clerk details)  

10. Plot Purchase request by non-resident of Postbridge - Council considered request 
from Mr Adolfo Meras, a non-resident of Postbridge, who wishes to purchase a plot in the 
cemetery. Proposed by Cllr Easton, seconded by Cllr Watson, Council then approved the 
request. Action: Clerk to respond to Mr Meras and proceed with sale of plot.  

11. 1st PUBLIC SESSION – nothing raised. 

12. Planning – None  

13. Princetown Sensory Garden – Additional information has been requested by Lottery, 
mainly around policies we have in place, they have requested Council adopt an Equality 
Diversity and Inclusion Policy and a Whistleblowing Policy. Clerk has drafted EDI, and will 
draft Whistleblowing policy for Council to approve and adopt at November meeting. 
Further information was requested 28/10. Clerk has responded with details of the Duchy 
Lease for the location, vat reclaim status. It is believed that the application will now be 
submitted to the November Panel meeting.  

14. Parish Calendar 2026 – Cllr Cotterill updated on progress to date. Calendars have been 
printed and delivered to her for distribution and sale. A number outlets have agreed to 
stock the calendar and makes sales on behalf of Council. Calendars will be sold for £9.00.  
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Cllr Geen expressed thanks to Cllr Cotterill for all her hard work getting the calendar 
project up and running. Action: Clerk to post on FB and webpage.   

15. Play Park –  
a) Update on Weekly Inspections - no report as Cllr Grover not in attendance 
b) Action Plan – progress since last meeting see appendix 2 – nothing to report although 

Lengthsman has cut back the hedge and replace several posts in the fence.  
c) Litter Picking - Cllrs Grover, M Williams, Easton – continues to work well.  

16. Financial management - see Financial Report for details   
a) Payments approved by Council. Cllrs Easton and Geen to authorise with Lloyds.  

 

17. 2026/7 Budget and Precept Request - Council discussed the Precept request for 2026/7 
agreeing that an increase is necessary. Clerk will draw up a draft budget based on a 5% 
increase, for discussion/approval at the November meeting. Taking precept from £19,462 
to £20,435, an additional £973.  This would take the contribution from a Band D house to 
£54.70.  

18. Updates on correspondence/ actions from previous  

a) DCC Highways re B3357 cats-eyes Hexworthy junction to Dunnabridge – nothing to 
report 

b) BT Phone Box – Princetown Village Centre – Duchy Licence has been received and 
copy sent to BT, BT contract has also been received to be signed by Council, and 
payment of £1 made to secure the box. Council agreed to sign the contract to adopt the 
phone box, accepting that an electrician may be required to check the electrical 
connection to ensure it complies with current regulations, and this may incur a cost to 
Council. Action: Clerk signed the contract and will respond to BT. Cost of adopting the 
phone box if £1.00.  

c) Christmas Trees & Power to Lights – Duchy have kindly agreed to supply two tress – 
one for village and one for the church. DNPA have agreed to provide power for the 
lights again this year. Action: Clerk to liaise with Duchy to arrange date for collection.  
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d) Claremont House – Clerk emailed Cllr Mark Renders for an update on the situation. Cllr 
Renders reported that the building has been reported to WDBC and Devon Building 
Control who were taking action as necessary. He was unable to give any more detail 
due to GDPR.   

19. Reports and Updates from Committees, Sub Groups and Special Interests:   
a) CCTV System Check & any requests – CCTV Working Group – 

 System Checks completed: 30/09 HW, 15/10 LE, 21/10 JB – all working 
 No requests for footage received.  

b) LOVE (Love Our Village Enthusiasts) Project – Cllr Brenda Coterill – planters have been 
tidied up recently and spring bulbs purchased. Ceramic poppies may be displayed in the 
planters for Remembrance Service. 

c) Tidy Princetown Sessions – Cllr Lian Edis reported that the last session took place a 
week late due to poor weather. Next session either 1st or 8th Nov (may be later to 
ensure village is looking at its best for Remembrance Service on the 9th.  

d) The Plot - Community Garden - Funding £1000 received from DCC for purchase of 
poly- tunnel to extend growing season.  

e) Defibs – Cllrs Geen, Watson, Grover – nothing to report 

f) Speedwatch - Greg Manning – no update 

g) Primary School and PTA – Josh Bullock (New Head Teacher) no update 

h) Youth Club – Emma Byrom - no update 

i) Gardening The Grounds – recent Quiz raised over £300 – very successful 

20. 2nd PUBLIC SESSION - Residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish 
Council on agenda items, or raise issues for future consideration 

21. Exchange of information – Around the table discussion for any matters to be shared for 
information or to request they are put on agenda for next meeting 

a) Poppy Wreath ordered & received by Cllr Easton in readiness for Remembrance Day 
Service  

b) DNPA Better for Communities stakeholder workshop - Monday 17th November – Clerk 
awaiting confirmation that we have a space at the workshop. Cllr Geen had previously 
expressed interest in attending if space is granted. 

c) Digital Landline Switchover - Free training and resources for rural areas 28/10 and 
06/11 Councillor encouraged to attend if possible.  

d) Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service Precept Survey deadline 3rd Dec.  Cllr 
Easton agreed to put poster to be put in bus stop Princetown.  

e) Cllr Easton has kindly agreed to put the replacement notice board up in the bus stop. 
This was purchased with funding received from WDBC Cllr Renders Locality Fund.  

 
22. Date of next meeting -  Council Meeting  

1930 on Tuesday 25th November 2025   
      Princetown Community Centre     

Meeting closed 2125 

 


